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Saint Margaret’s Church
A short uphill hike from Dolenje will get you to Saint Margaret's
Church.

Built in 1646, the church is renowned for its gothic presbytery
around the altar area. Matija Vertovec held mass in Saint
Margaret's Church when he was a priest in

Planina. In the course of its renovation
in 2011, the church saw thereturnof = |
one of its bells. The old bells were
melted down into cannons by
the lItalians during WW2. A
service is held once a year in !
the church on the name day of &
its patron Saint Margaret.

Nabojs
From St Margaret's Church climb
the path to the vantage point of
Nabojs (275 m) before Planina from
where you can make out the outskirts of the

Vipava Valley.

Extending to the north are the peaks of the Trnovo Plateau, to
the west lies Sonéni Skolj Hill, and to the east Mt Kucelj, Mt
Caven, Mt Mali Golak and Mt Veliki Golak, Mt Kozja Stena, Mt
Sinji Vrh, and finally Mt Kovk on the easternmost edge with the
take-off site for paragliders and hang gliders. Through the lush
canopy of the oak trees you can glimpse Mt Streliski Vrh and
Mt Nanos to the east. On the south side and to the far left, over
the houses of Britih, the gaze stops at one of the oldest
churches in the Vipava Valley. St Paul's Church was built in the
13th century, and restored in 1389. In the distance to the west,

you can make out the villages i

of the Lower Vipava
Valley, and in fine
b kS -
-

weather even a
part of the
Friulian Plain.
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Matija Vertovec

Matija Vertovec, who later became one of the most influential
Slovenian 19th century technical writers, was born on 28
January 1784 in a hamlet called Jakulini, not far from the village
Smarje na Vipavskem. He was ordained as a priest in 1807 in
Gorizia, later ministering in Vipava, Planina and Sent Vid (today
Podnanos), where he died on 2 September 1851.

Vertovec made it his life mission to educate and provide moral
and religious instruction to simple rural folk. This is what
inspired his versatile opus. He was the first to use Slovenian to
write about viticulture, winemaking and cellaring (Vinoreja,
1844), applied chemistry (Kmetijska kemija, 1847), astronomy
(Zvezdoslovje, 1847) and general world history (Ob¢a povest-
nica, 1863). In 1850, he published his sermon collection
(Shodni ogovori) and a tiny but important booklet for
winegrowers (Sporocilo slovenskim vinorednikam).

Literary historians have reason to believe that Vertovec gave
PreSeren the idea to write Zdravijica (Slovenian national
anthem], and encouraged Peter Kozler to make the seminal
Map of Slovenian Provinces published in 1853. Matija Vertovec
was revered and respected in his lifetime for his professional
efforts and concern for the common man, his plight and
expectations.
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Themed hiking trail
through the “villiges of ithe Upper Vipava Valley

where Matija Vertovee,

priest, popular science author,

compatriot ‘and educator_of local winémakers ad

lived ‘and worked.
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@ Oak just outside the village of Ustje - start and end of trail
We set out to retrace the steps of Matija Vertovec at the
majestic oak growing next to Jevstek Creek just before the

village of Ustje.

First, leave the expressway Razdrto-

Vrtojba at the exit Ajdov$¢ina and turn

left for Planina. At the next junction,

, turn right toward Ustje to get

¢ straight to the ancient oak. The

starting  point  features an
information board with a detailed
trail description.

This 200-year-old oak is a signature

landmark, standing out with a circum-

ference of almost 450 c¢cm, and a protected
heritage tree with a large canopy that offers cool respite for
hikers.

In the immediate vicinity of the assembly point of

the hike, scientist Rajko Pavlovec discovered two

never before seen nummulite fossils. He named
the first one after Vipava River, Nummulites
vipavensis, and the second one after the village
of Ustje, the settlement closest to the discovery
site, Nummulites ustjensis.

(2] Dolenje

Head from the assembly point down the field path to the east
and then turn right on the asphalt road to Dolenje.

The village of Dolenje actually consists of two hamlets, namely
Dolenje (formerly Novaki) and Bacarji. The hill overlooking
Batarji features the Okno Cave with the spring of Honice Creek.
In the past, there were three flour mills in the area: the small
Poljsak Mill uphill of Dolenje which stopped before 1900, the
somewhat bigger Ko$ Mill ahead of Ba&arji with a small water
reservoir which ground until 1925, and the

largest of the trio — the late 15th ]

century Novak Mill whose
remains can still be seen
today. The latter is located
about a kilometre east of
the village on Vipava

River. Close by is

Napoleon's Stone Bridge

at a strategically impor-

tant position that used to
be critically important for
local traffic.

(9]




